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Dear Friends of ThinkFirst, 
 

This is the tenth (10th!) Annual Report I have prepared as ThinkFirst’s Executive Director. 

Each year I have been grateful to serve and proud of the many accomplishments of our 

chapters, Board and committees. Now, with the addition of ThinkFirst For Your Baby, we are 

providing injury prevention programs for all ages. Here are some highlights from last year:  
 
 

Thank you to the individuals, groups and corporations listed on the following page who 

donated to ThinkFirst this past year. Your support goes directly to injury prevention program 

development, and is vital to our success. On behalf of our Chapters, Foundation and Board of 

Directors, thank you for making our work possible! 
 

Your partner in prevention,         
 

  
Debby Gerhardstein, RN, BSN, MA 

Executive Director 

Board of Directors  
Mark Spatola, MD, FAANS 
  Chairperson, Oct. ’15-Oct. ’17     
Rocco Armonda, MD 
  Chairperson Elect, Oct. ’17-Oct. ‘19 
Jill Braselton, RN, BSN 

Sanjay Dhall, MD 

David Dornbos III, MD 

Bruce Gans, MD 

Hugh Garton, MD, MHSc 
  Medical Director 

Kim Greene 

Jason King, Secretary 

   Stryker 
Mike McBreen  
  Codman/Integra Lifesciences 

Daniel Michael, MD, PhD  
  Past Chairman    

Simone Neuwelt, MD 

Mark Proctor, MD Past Chairman 

Lucy Ranus, RN, BSN 

Robert Reddy Medtronic 

Amanda Rist, RN, BSN 

Gail Rosseau, MD 

Uzma Samadani, MD, PhD, 

FACS 

Patricia Seibold,  
  Brooks Rehabilitation 
Jean Signorelli, CPA Treasurer 

Dale Spencer, BA 

Tetsuo Tatsumi, MD, FACS 

Nicholas Theodore, MD, FACS 
  Past Chairman       
Shelly Timmons, MD, PhD, 

FACS, FAANS 

Debby Gerhardstein, RN, BSN, 

MA, Executive Director 

ThinkFirst Programs 
 

ThinkFirst For Your Baby 

ThinkFirst For Kids 

ThinkFirst For Youth 

ThinkFirst For Teens 

ThinkFirst About Concussions 

ThinkFirst To Prevent Falls 

Latest Publication 
Emily H. Youngers, et. al.: Comprehensive Review of the ThinkFirst 

Injury Prevention Programs: A 30-Year Success Story For Organized 

Neurosurgery. NEUROSURGERY, Sept. 2017. 

2017 ThinkFirst Conference On Injury Prevention 
April 21-24 Los Angeles, CA 

Community Event: ThinkFirst To Prevent Falls presented in 4 languages to 85 older adults 

2017 ThinkFirst Awards 
• Sponsoring Physician of the Year: Mark Proctor, MD, Boston, MA 

• International Chapter of the Year: ThinkFirst ABC, Mexico City, Mexico 

• US Chapter of the Year: Central Ohio ThinkFirst, Columbus, OH 

• VIP of the Year: Sarah Smith, ThinkFirst of Greater Kansas City, MO 

• Outstanding Community Involvement: Bonnie Muntz-Pope, RN, BSN,    

ThinkFirst SC Lowcountry, Charleston, SC 

• Outstanding Research Award: Nicole Spivey, MBA, ThinkFirst Palmetto 

Health Trauma, Columbia, SC 

• ThinkFirst Injury Prevention Research Award, AANS Abstract Author: 

Brian D. Sindelar, MD, University of Florida 

• ThinkFirst Injury Prevention Research Award, CNS Abstract Author:   

        Qiang Yuan, MD, People’s Republic of China 

In the US . . . 
7,145 ThinkFirst Injury Prevention 

Presentations were given to  

440,867 attendees 

14,010 people were fitted with new 

                    HELMETS 

253,921 kids & teens learned to TF! 

Plus, TF chapters are in 18 countries! 

The 2017 Dr. David and Donna Cavanaugh  

Distinguished Service and Partnership Award  

was presented in Los Angeles on April 23 to  

Tetsuo Tatsumi, MD, FACS and Cindy Tatsumi, RN, MSN, Indio, CA 

For information on  

conferences, events, 

programs, chapters or  

to make a donation:  

thinkfirst.org.  

 

http://thinkfirst.org/
http://www.thinkfirst.org


$10,000—$14,999 

AANS/CNS Joint Section, Neurotrauma 

    and Critical Care       

American Legion Child Welfare Foundation 

Brooks Rehabilitation   

Dr. David and Donna Cavanaugh  

Hugh Garton, MD   

Integra Foundation   

Motorsports Safety Group   

Drs. Mark A. Spatola and Mihaela Ionescu  

 

$5,000 - $9,999 

Codman Neuro    

Dr. and Mrs. E Fletcher Eyster  

Medtronic, Inc.    

Stryker Instruments  

 

$2,500 - $4,999 

Dr. Daniel B. and Melinda Michael  

Dr. and Mrs. Bruce Gans   

Dr. Nicholas and Effie Theodore  

Drs. Mark Proctor and Charlotte McKee 

The Meeting Company  

   

$1,000 - $2,499 

Aesculap 

Dr. Russell and Pamela Amundson 

Tom and Debby Gerhardstein  

Benjamin LeCompte III, MD  

Louisiana Neurosurgical Society, Inc. 

Mayfield Jr High School of the Holy Child 

Dr. Tetsuo and Cindy Tatsumi 

Drs. Shelly Timmons and Russell Carter 

The Central National-Gottesman Fndtn. 

 

$500 - $999 

Drs. Ronald I. Apfelbaum and  

    Kathleen A. Murray 

Johnson & Johnson 

Jason and Kelly King 

Drs. Richard and Gail Rosseau 

Michael Turner, MD  

Uzma Samadani, MD, PhD  

 

$250 - $499 

Russell J. Andrews, MD  

Tracey Bethune  

Cesar E. Guerrero, MD 

Mr. and Mrs. Michael McBreen 

Robert Reddy 

Joal and Lucy Ranus  

Eric M. Thompson, MD  

Jami S. Ullman, MD 

Alex B. Valadka, MD, FACS  

 

$100 - $249 

Janet Burch, MD 

Child Aid USA 

Yolanda A. Cillo, MD, MBA  

John and Pamela Dalby  

Robert J. Dunn, MD 

Ruth B. Frantz  

Grant E. Gauger, MD 

Michelle Gibler, PhD 

Kim Greene 

John E. " Jack" Kelly 

Kutchins, Robbins & Diamond, Ltd. 

Dr. and Mrs. K. Stuart Lee 

Patrick F. Murnin 

Steven and Elizabeth Murray 

Julie Philbrook 

Laurie Proia, MD 

Cynthia Randazzo 

Dale Spencer 

Christopher and Kathleen Szczech  

Kevin Teal, MD 

Wehrli’s Vacuum Center 

Alan F. Wentworth, MD   

M. Eileen Widmer and Albert Treado  

Richard Williams, MD 

   

$99 and below 

Dr. Rocco and Heidi Armonda  

Scott and Lisa Bastian 

Brian and Jill Braselton  

Lynn Do 

Elaine Eller 

Ken and Jane Laurie 

Anne and Glen Lincoln  

Manning Silverman Company 

Bonnie Muntz-Pope   

Dana Nordquist  

Northwestern Medicine   

Nena Ray     

Gregg & Mary Kay Reed  

William D. Sherman, MD 

Jeff Spencer  

Mary Spencer  

 

Thank You To Our Valued Contributors July 1, 2016—June 30, 2017 
Will and Edith Streams 

H. A. Wilkinson, MD  
 

 

Honor Tributes 

In honor of Lucy Ranus 

    Dr. David and Donna Cavanaugh 

    Tom and Debby Gerhardstein 
 

In honor of  Drs. Patti Raksin and Lisa Russell 

    Janet Burch, MD 

    Laurie Proia, MD 
 

In honor of  Kyle Signorelli 

    Kutchins, Robbins & Diamond, Ltd.  
 

In honor of Dale Spencer 

   Christopher and Kathleen Szczech 
 

In honor of Clarence B. Watridge, MD 

    Shelly Timmons, MD, PhD 
 

Memorial Tributes 

In memory of Robert C. “RC” Pope Jr. 

    Dr. David and Donna Cavanaugh 

    Tom and Debby Gerhardstein 

    Bonnie Muntz-Pope 

    Nena Ray 
     

In-kind Donors 

American Association of Neurological  

    Surgeons 

Congress of Neurological Surgeons 

Fromm Airpad 

Brian C. May 

Morgan, Louis & Bockius, LLP 

 

Every effort is made to insure the accuracy 

of our contributor list.  We regret any  

errors or omissions. 

 

 

 

 

Assets  
Cash and Investments     9,468.00  

Other Current Assets   46,193.00  

Ins. Policies 472,853.00  

Total Assets 528,514.00  

  

Liabilities and Net Assets  
Liabilities  

Accounts Payable and Accrued Exp.   29,015.00  

Long-Term Debt 387,215.00  
  

Net Assets 112,284.00  

  

Total Liabilities and Net Assets 528,514.00  

  

Statement of Activities and Changes in Net Assets

  

Total Revenues 238,565.00  

Total Expenses 257,321.00  

  

Revenues over Expenses (18,754.00) 

Net Assets (Deficiency), Beginning of Year 131,039.00  

Net Assets, End of Year 112,284.00  

 Balance Sheet             6/30/17 



Headquarters: Naperville, Illinois 
 

ThinkFirst Chapter Locations 
 

National 
Alabama 

  Birmingham 

  Mobile 

Arizona 

  Chandler 

  Phoenix (two locations) 

  Tucson 

Arkansas 

  Little Rock 

California 

  Chico 

  Los Angeles 

  Loma Linda 

  Murrieta 

  Redding 

  San Diego 

  Santa Barbara 

  Ventura 

Colorado 

  Aspen 

  Frisco 

  Lakewood 

  Vail 

Connecticut 

  Greenwich 

  New Britain 

  Wallingford 

Delaware 

  Dover 

  Newark 

  Wilmington 

District of Columbia 

  Washington DC (two locations) 

Florida 

  Fort Pierce  

  Jacksonville (two locations) 

  Orange Park 

  Orlando 

  Pensacola 

Georgia 

  Atlanta  

  Dalton 

Idaho 

  Boise 

Illinois 

  Carbondale 

  Chicago 

  DeKalb 

  Palos Heights 

  Peoria 

  Quincy 

  Springfield 

  Winfield 

Indiana 

  Bloomington 

  Evansville 

  Fort Wayne 

  Indianapolis (three locations) 

  Richmond 

  South Bend 

  Terre Haute 

Kansas 

  Topeka 

  Wichita 

Ohio 

  Canton 

  Cincinnati 

  Cleveland 

  Columbus 

  Gallipolis 

  Zanesville 

Oklahoma 

  Oklahoma City 

Oregon 

  Portland 

Pennsylvania 

  Bethlehem 

  Danville 

  Hershey 

  Philadelphia (two locations) 

  Pittsburgh  

  Wilkes-Barre 

South Carolina 

  Aiken 

  Charleston 

  Columbia (two locations) 

  Conway 

  Florence 

  Greenville 

  Spartanburg 

  West Columbia 

Tennessee 

  Knoxville 

Texas 

  Austin 

  Dallas 

  Harlingen 

  The Woodlands 

Washington 

    Tacoma 

West Virginia 

  Charleston 

Wisconsin 

  Green Bay 

  Janesville 

  Madison 

  Manitowoc 

  Summit 

Wyoming 

  Casper 
 

International  

Algeria 

Canada (sixteen locations) 

Chile 

Colombia 

Guinea 

Honduras 

India 

Italy 

Jamaica 

Jordan 

Korea 

Mexico (two locations) 

Nigeria 

Peru (five locations) 

Qatar 

Senegal 

Singapore 

Taiwan 

 

 

ThinkFirst Chapters                                    www.thinkfirst.org 
Kentucky 

  Lexington 

  Owensboro 

Louisiana 

  Shreveport 

Maryland 

  Baltimore 

  Silver Spring 

Massachusetts 

  Boston 

Michigan (23 Chapters) 

  Ann Arbor (two locations) 

  Bad Axe 

  Cadillac 

  Detroit (four locations) 

  East Lansing 

  Grand Blanc 

  Grand Rapids 

  Ithaca 

  Jackson 

  Kalamazoo (two locations) 

  Livonia 

  Midland 

  Mt. Clemens 

  Pigeon 

  Pontiac 

  Royal Oak 

  Saginaw 

  Trenton 

Minnesota 

  Duluth 

  Minneapolis 

  St. Paul 

Mississippi 

  Gulfport 

  Hattiesburg 

Missouri 

  Cape Girardeau 

  Columbia 

  Joplin 

  Kansas City 

  Springfield 

  St. Louis 

Montana 

  Billings  

  Missoula 

Nebraska 

  Lincoln 

  Omaha 

Nevada 

  Reno  

New Hampshire 

  Portsmouth 

New Jersey 

  West Orange 

New Mexico 

  Albuquerque 

  Navajo Nation 

New York 

  Brooklyn  

  New Hyde Park 

  Utica 

  West Haverstraw 

  White Plains 

North Carolina 

  Charlotte 

 

   


